Role of antibiotic prophylaxis in surgery for nonperforated appendicitis.
This report examines the efficacy of preoperative antibiotics in cases of nonperforated appendicitis. The charts of 61 patients who had an operative and pathologic diagnosis of acute nonperforated appendicitis were reviewed. Thirty-one patients received preoperative cephalosporins, and in one patient (3.2%) a subsequent wound infection developed. Of 30 patients who did not receive preoperative antibiotics, four (13.2%) patients developed septic complications. The difference in postoperative septic complications between these groups is not statistically significant (P = .3310). Preoperative prophylaxis with cephalosporins in cases of nonperforated appendicitis is not indicated.